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Nowadays the information society is in the process of rapid development, some 
scholars consider that the critical thinking is one of the five skills for the future 
citizens of the community, so how to measure and bring up critical thinking is 
attracted all eyes. At present, research on critical thinking has been more mature in 
foreign countries, the scale of higher education in China has ranked first in the world, 
so improve the quality of higher education comprehensively is an important issue for 
Chinese higher education reform and development. We need to focus on and explore 
to learn from international education experience and advanced education philosophy, 
improve international status, influence and competitiveness of Chinese education. The 
cultivation of critical thinking include both the orientation and skills. The cultivation 
of critical thinking orientation before the critical thinking skills, because it examines 
whether a person has the qualities and spirit of critical thinking, and the critical 
thinking orientation is the early conditions and basis of critical thinking skills. This 
paper mainly focuses on the investigation and the development of critical thinking 
orientation, and how to cultivate it. 
This paper sorts out the origin of critical thinking theory through four areas, such 
as philosophy, psychology, education and critical thinking theory. In order to 
understand the reality of the critical thinking cultivation, apply the California Critical 
Thinking Disposition Inventory (CCTDI) which is widely used in psychology, 
investigate critical thinking orientation of undergraduate in a comprehensive 
university. Then try to analyze the development status from two important aspects of 
the curriculum and teaching. Papers draw on the research of foreign critical thinking 
courses and teaching methods, and make a number of specific recommendations for 
the cultivation of critical thinking in Chinese undergraduate education. For example, 
in terms of curriculum design explore three aspects, consist of based on academic 













involve the requirements for teachers and a detailed analysis of the multimedia 
teaching and practice teaching. This paper wants to be able to provide useful reference 
for subsequent research of critical thinking. 
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